BUT TERIEFLY
BUILLETIN

September 2009 No. 28

L1l

Butterfly
Conservation

DEDICATED TO SAVING WILD BUTTERFLIES, MOTHS AND
THEIR HABITATS

www.wiltshire-butterflies.org.uk




CONTENTS
Editorial & Headlines

New Members
Chairman's Notes

North Tour Butterflies

M aurice Avent

1

2

3

5 2009 butterfly records and season Mike Fuller

8 MEETINGSREPORTS Andrew Daw et al.
15 Update on the Duke of Burgundy Survey work Mike Fuller

17 Duke of Burgundy Survey - SW Wiltshire 2009 Gordon Mackie
21 Chalkhill Blue update Gordon Mackie
21 Summer specials 2009 Nick Wynn

24 Finances 2008-9 Phil Claridge
26 ThePurple Emperor in Savernake Matthew Oates
29 Purple Emperorsin Everleigh Ashes Sally Walker
30 ThePurple Emperor Twitch: 17" July 2009 John Booth

32 What's at the bottom of your garden? Hugo Brooke
34 My Mothing Barbara Last
35

Robin Griffiths

37 SmardaleGill: a Cumbrian field trip Geoff Hiscocks
40 SHORT NOTES:

40 Painted Ladiesin the Pyrenees Rowena Quantrill
41 Sand Point 21% May John Booth

42 Notes from Bratton Alison Maddock

43 DatesFor Your Diary - Autumn and Winter 2009

43 Brown Hairstreak Egg Searches—Winter 2009-10 Michael Sammes

Back Cover: Purple Emperor, Savernake Forest, 17 July 2009 (John Booth) —
winner of the 2009 Wilts Branch photographic competition & Eyed Hawkmoth (Hugo
Brooke)



EDITORIAL & HEADLINES

Thanks to a plethora of really interesting articles in this autumn's bulletin | find it
necessary to hold some items over to next spring — a luxury | didn't expect! Thanks
go to al the contributors - please understand if your article isnot in this bulletin.

Please put the following dates in your diaries now -
Sat 3rd October 2009: Branch AGM at the Crown Room, Devizes at 2.00pm

Wednesday 27" January 2010: Members and Guests meeting at Manor
Farmhouse, Biddestone, Chippenham at 6.30pm for 7.00pm. (See p.43)

Wednesday 31% March 2010: Last date for items for the April 2010 Bulletin!
Moredateson p. 43
Do you want to catch up with latest butterfly sightings? Do you know whereto

send your own sightings ? The answer is at
www.wiltshire-butterflies.org.uk

And now, via Mike Fuller, the HEADL INES for thisamazing season:
Dingy Skipper returned to Somerford Common after ten years ‘ absence’.

Marsh Fritillary thought to be extinct in the far north of the county, found to be still
hanging on at Somerford Common and one other site.

Painted L ady invasion during late May and early June - the largest in living memory.
Glanville Fritillary introduced colony discovered in south Wiltshire in early June.
Nearest known mainland colony on Hampshire coast at Hurst Castle, otherwise

confined to the south coast of the Isle of Wight.

Pearl-bordered Fritillary introduced colony seen in Grovely Wood over a 3 week
period in May and egg-laying witnessed. The first seen here since 1993.

Silver-studded Blue pristine male photographed by Jules Cross in Grovely Wood on
5th July, 25km from nearest known colony on Hampshire border — see front cover.

Black-veined White — one in an old orchard at Froxfield in early July. Information
just received of another photographed in a Swindon garden in 2008.



Brown Argus reported from several new sites away from the Chalk and Limestone.

Small Tortoiseshells common and widespread in late June, July and August
following five years of scarcity.

Purple Hairstreaks — 163 counted on Picket Wood evening transect on 7th July — the
2nd largest number counted in a single visit (204 in 1992) since transect started 29
years ago in 1981.

Purple Emperor —An exceptional season, at least 17 different individuals during one
visit to Savernake Forest in July and reported from other less well-known woodlands.

Scarlet Tiger mothsin “amost everyones” gardensin late June/early July.

White Admiral and Silver-washed Fritillary aberrants photographed in Red Lodge
Wood in early July — believed to be as a result of the heat-wave during the late pupa
stage in June.

Clouded Yellow — 13 at Park Bottom on 8th August whereas mainly only singletons
reported elsewhere (10 Aug).

Buddleas ‘everywhere — alive with butterfliesin early August.

And finaly :-
Scarce Swallowtails — two reliably reported about five miles apart just across the
border in Dorset in the Blandford/Cranborne Chase area on 30th June and 1st July.

More details on page 6.

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following new membersto the Wiltshire Branch
Mr. & Mrs. R. Archer & family, Dr. P. Blount, Mr. GB.H. Collinssplatt, Mr. & Mrs.
G Cox, Mr. A. Dawes, Dr. A. M. George, Miss L. Greenwood, Mr. M. Hand, Mr. &
Mrs. R. Harris, Mr. & Mrs. JA. Hinchliffe, Mrs. L. Holland, Mr. & Mrs. D. Hudson
& family, Mr. D. Kynaston, Mr. S.P. Maddix, Mr. & Mrs. F. Marshallsay, Mr. A.
Moreton, Mr. B.D. & Mrs. P. Nicol, Mr. J.P. Osborne, Mrs. S. Powell, Mrs. J. Sears,
Mrs. S. Stansfield & family, Mr. W. Symonds, Mr. A. Tavener, Mr. A. Whitehead.
CHAIRMANSNOTES
Maurice Avent



In our April Butterfly Bulletin my opening remarks dwelt upon the traditional nature
of our year thus far, in terms of weather. This has continued, from snow and frost in
the winter we have continued to enjoy a traditional mixed British climate and this has
certainly seemed to suit most of our butterflies and helped them to recover from their
nadir years of 2007 and 2008. There is no doubt that many people have noticed the
sudden improvement in butterfly numbers and with true heartfelt pleasure have
spoken to me about the improved numbers seen in their gardens, along roadsides and
during their country walks.

West Yatton Down Transect

My own view of how butterfly numbers are faring is very much dictated by
experience gained from my transect at West Yatton Down. We have had the best
numbers ever of Green Veined White, Large White and Painted Lady while
Speckled Woods are currently abundant and have been more prolific than during the
entire 14 years that the transect has been walked. Meanwhile both Meadow Brown
and the Holly Blue have been in lower numbers and our Adonis Blue numbers are
right down on the figures seen leading up to their 2006 peak.

However because the Adonis is at the limit of its range in North Wiltshire such
fluctuations are inevitable; our member Charles Anderson, who is in his nineties and
lives in the vicinity, can remember the butterfly from his youth and has seen its
numbers flourish and then decline regularly, normally as a result of weather patterns.
1975 was afine summer yet was followed by the famous long hot summer of 1976; at
that time | was searching for a home in North Wiltshire and used to sit at the top of
West Yatton Down between house viewings. The Down was teeming with butterflies
and particularly noticeable were the Adonis males. However the sward was burnt to a
cinder by the combination of constant warm cloudless days and a persistent lack of
rain, as a result the caterpillars resulting from the many eggs laid starved and the
species apparently disappeared from the site.  Whether just a pair survived and
quietly bred in a discreet corner of the valley or whether wanderers from a nearby
colony recolonised the site we will never know; however by the end of the 1990’'s a
strong colony had been re-established. Numbers have continued to fluctuate as a
result of weather patterns.

Scrub Clearance and Grazing Programme

The inevitable result of the sort of story that | describe in the paragraph above can
persuade people that there is little point in spending a lot of time on scrub clearance
and management of sites of |epidoptera interest; the attitude often taken is that there
IS no need to bother “if we have a particularly good summer the butterfly will be
back”. This of courseis far from the truth and it is essential that sites are maintained
in perfect condition for species to be able to return and flourish. With thisin mind it
IS my intention to organise scrub clearance days to ensure that the site is managed for
long term survival of the species and details are shown below. Such events can be
great fun and full of enjoyment for everyone.



Publicity

The Butterfly Conservation Society has been punching way above its weight in terms
of national publicity. There have been numerous newspaper articles, a superb pull
out supplement in the Independent and frequent television programmes where
members of HQ staff have extolled the virtues of moths or explained the fascination
of the Painted Lady invasion at the end of May. Only this week our local newspaper
has described how an apparently albino Painted Lady arrived on a Buddleiain Calne,
suddenly it seems butterflies are amazing news; more importantly they are normally
good news in these times of financial constraint. It is extremely important that we
should build on this goodwill towards those creatures that we have al found so
fascinating for so long. By doing so our impact will be infinitely greater and our
ability to fund further development in conservation schemes will be enhanced.

Member ship

Hugo Brooke organised our second Iford Manor day and we recruited fourteen new
members as a result of that project. Recently | attended the Rutland Bird Fair with
severa Butterfly Conservation staff led by Hannah Cooper the Membership Secretary
with the specific intent of recruiting new members to the Society. During three hard
working days at the event 163 people signed up, in severa cases representing family
memberships, thus meaning a substantial recruitment of new members. Each of us
would like to see our Society do more for the conservation of moths and butterflies,
for its membership, for education and to improve the lot of our countryside and our
society generally. A key to al this is extending our membership; we are a small
branch in Wiltshire despite living in an area rich in butterflies and moths. We
currently have a membership barely exceeding 300, just 2% of the national
membership which is now well over 14,000. It is relevant to recognise that if each of
us was to recruit one new member this year we would have done a lot to spread the
gospel of the beauty of the hobby that we all enjoy so very much. Do your best for us
al!

Painted Lady — butterfly of the year?



YOUR 2009 BUTTERFLY RECORDSARE IMPORTANT

Now is the time to think about submitting your butterfly records for 2009. | hope you
agree with me that it has been a remarkable season in many ways and many species
have done really well.

The concern expressed over the scarcity of the Small Tortoiseshell last year appears
to have been premature — it was abundant in many areas in 2009 and any records of
this speciesin particular will be especialy welcome.

Could | also ask that those of you who have been submitting sightings on the branch
website during the season also send in a complete dataset at the end of the season. It
Is quite possible that | might have missed some of the website entries or earlier e-mail
records.

Please try to submit something, even alist of the species seen in your garden or
Immediate neighbourhood is useful and helps to build up the picture for the county.
All that isrequired for arecord is :-

Species name

Date seen

6-figure grid reference (or your address/locality)

Additionally - any interesting observations such as maximum number seen, mating
pair or any unusual behaviour.

Records can be sent to me in any format although | prefer them on one of the forms
sent out with the spring bulletin if possible. All are entered into the Branch database
and passed on to BC headquarters for incorporation into the continuing The Sate of
Butterflies in Britain and Ireland mapping and recording project. 2009 is the last
year of the second five-year update of the Millennium Atlas.

Headquarters always ask me to pass on their thanks for al the recording and
monitoring that is carried out for this and other projects. Without your help and that
of hundreds of recorders in other counties, our knowledge of species’ distribution and
their status would be much the poorer. Also, remember that the government now
recognise and accept that butterflies are a key indicator of habitat condition and a
measure of biodiversity, so the more information we have, the better.

Do please get in touch if you have any queries and | look forward to hearing from
you in the near future.

Mike Fuller

Wiltshire Butterfly Recorder (Contact detailsinside back cover)



And in full - the 2009 Season

Mike Fuller

(Based mainly on my personal observations and afew other recorders comments)

The coldest winter since 1995 and one of the wettest. Snow and ice lying for most of
first two weeks of February. No Red Admirals reported until mid-February.

First half of March mainly unsuitable, second haf warm and sunny with all four
hibernators reported. April was rather indifferent for butterflies.

Sunniest May for almost a decade, second half very warm resulting in most key
grassland species in reasonable numbers on Salisbury Plain, especially Duke of
Burgundy in favoured spots. Also noted elsewhere, with 9 seen a Burcombe bank
and Great Cheverell Hill.

Hundreds of Pear|-bordered Fritillariesin the New Forest on 9 May and those seen
in Grovely Wood over athree-week period known to be an introduction (last recorded
in 1993). Apparently did well at Bentley Wood together with Small Pearl-bordered.
A small colony of Glanville Fritillaries discovered near Fovant was certainly an
introduction, their true home being on the south coast of the Isle of Wight. Small
Heaths were scarce in most areas although the most abundant species (366 out of 588
butterflies) during a4hr 40min walk on ATE SP on 24 May.

The big event in late May/early June was the Painted Lady migration which peaked
on 28 May.

Large and Small White common in May and until late June. Large Skipper (Scores
in Bentley Wood on 14th), Speckled Wood and Small Tortoiseshell more abundant
than for several yearsin 1st half of June.

The favourable weather during May and June resulted in the hibernators enjoying
extended flight periods - Comma (to 23 May), Peacock (24 June), Brimstone (29
June) and avery tattered Small Tortoiseshell on 31 May just two days before the next
generation emerged on 2 June. It went on to become one of the commonest species
seen in late June, July and August, dispelling our fears of a permanent decline during
the last 2 or 3 years. | wonder if the cold winter weather killed off the parasite?
Meadow Brown and Ringlet were also common in the hot sunny weather of late
June. Small Skipper, White Admiral and Silver-washed Fritillary al emerged
about 23rd.

Scarlet Tiger moths reported from severa gardens in Bradford-on-Avon area (and
subsequently elsewhere) in mid-June with about 25 seen in one garden on 23rd. Three
or four Humming-bird Hawkmoths in early June and Foresters reported from
severa downland sites.



Comma, Silver-washed Fritillary, Meadow Brown & Ringlet were al abundant in
early July although the Large Skipper flight period typically ended abruptly. White
Admira frequently reported and even the elusive Purple Emperor was ‘doing
extremely well’ in its woodland haunts and severa recorders had exciting experiences
with grounded males and some fine close-up pictures were obtained. A reliable
sighting of a Black-veined White in awalled orchard at Froxfield in early July was
guite unexpected. The species has been extinct in England since the 1920s although
apparently there have been many attempts to re-establish it in recent years. Others
were present in a Swindon garden in 2008 and one was photographed. No others were
reported locally or nationally and their origin remains a mystery.

Red Admirals also appeared in small numbers at this time, having been scarce until
now. 1000’s of Painted Lady caterpillars reported together with both worn and a few
fresh adults. Some fine aberrant forms of the Silver-washed Fritillary were
photographed — these seem to appear when temperatures are very high in the late
pupal stage. The most unexpected sighting at this time was of a pristine male Silver-
studded Blue (see cover) in Grovely Wood, 25km from the nearest known colonies
on the Hampshire border. How it came to bein Grovely is a mystery.

By mid-July the three ‘whites' were very common, the Green-veined especialy so
and Painted Ladies were once again ‘everywhere’, thousands being reported in some
places. There were also huge numbers of Small Tortoiseshell larval webs on the
stinging nettles. Purple Hairstreaks were in abundance over the oak canopy in the
early evenings and Gatekeeper s were beginning to emerge.

During early August butterflies appeared to be everywhere and the garden buddleias
were teeming with them, mainly Large and Small Whites, Painted Ladies, Small
Tortoiseshells, Peacocks and afew Commas. Red Admirals were noticeably absent or
in very small numbers. By mid-August, Small Copper and Common Blues were
emerging in large numbers on favoured grassland sites. The late summer and autumn
could prove to be most exciting if the season so far is anything to go by.

My thanksto all who have reported their sightings during the season, enabling this
preliminary report to be produced.
20 August 2009



MEETINGS REPORTS
By Andrew Daw unless otherwise stated. Reports from the end of July and August are
held over until the next bulletin for reasons of space.

Swillbrook and Clattinger (Dynamic Trip) 19" April 2009

The weather forecast for the day was promising, but when Robin joined me in the
morning to walk around Swillbrook, it was quite cold and didn't show signs of
warming up until amost mid-day. Only as we were finishing the round walk and
were approaching the cars parked by the entrance did we see our first butterfly, a
Speckled Wood. Then over the next 20 minutes or so we saw severa butterflies,
including a Comma, two Orange Tips, Peacock, 4 Green-veined White and
another two Speckled Woods.

Robin couldn’'t stay for the afternoon, so | wandered around Clattinger on my own
after |1 had finished my lunch. Having warmed up there were more butterflies flying
around the damp meadows. Being quite marshy, even on the pathways, | had to rely
on stealth to get close.

The afternoon count added Brimstone (5) to the species list for the day, Comma (2),
Orange Tip (13), Peacock (4), Green-veined White (18) and Speckled Wood (4).

Noar Hill (Hampshire) 16" May 2009

Despite the weather and the long journey, the trip to Noar Hill was quite successful.
Although the day was quite windy, it helped the showers we had pass quickly. | was
joined by Geoff Hiscocks for the walk and within minutes of entering the reserve
itself we had seen our first Duke of Burgundy which having been disturbed settled
back into a sheltered spot in the scrub. Both Geoff and | had some good photo
opportunities, but with the cloud cover | was struggling to get the depth of field |
would like.

Noar Hill itself is a superb habitat full of semi-scrubbed hollows and plenty of
Cowsdlips, just what the Duke likes and it offered some respite from the constant wind
for us once we got into the hollows. One little spot being more sheltered than the
others due to a line of trees turned out to be the most productive. When the sun
briefly popped out from behind the clouds we had up to 4 Dukes at atime flying.

Tota of 7 distinct individual Dukes counted (could have been more but they all kept
moving around), 1 Common Blue, 2 Dingy Skipper, 2 Small Heath, 1 female
Orange Tip and 2 Green-veined Whites.

Martin Down 24™ May 2009

At last adecent day’'s weather at Martin Down. The few members from the branch
who joined me on this spring visit to one of my favourite places were treated to a
plethora of Brimstones (44) and a good selection of other butterflies to make atotal
of 16 species.. OrangeTip (6), Small Blue (21), Large White (5), Green-veined
White (1), Common Blue (14), Speckled Wood (3), Peacock (2), Small Heath



(18), Painted Lady (20), Dingy Skipper (16), Brown Argus (6), Small Copper (1),
Grizzled Skipper (6), Green Hairstreak (1), and Adonis Blue (12).

The most fruitful section of the walk was aong the dyke. A look around a promising
patch of Cowslips failed to reveal any Duke of Burgundy, yet a couple of possible
sightings of Marsh Fritillary weren’t positively confirmed. Maybe next time ...

By Brook and Danks Down near Castle Combe 25" May 2009

| arrived at the car park in Castle Combe early, changed into my walking boots, put
on my waterproofs and retreated back into the car. It was raining. Despite the
wesather, | was joined at the start by David Edwards and Geoff Hiscocks, and we
headed off on what we originally thought of as a country walk in the rain.

It wasn’t long before the rain started to let up and as we headed down the trail along
the By Brook valley it eventually stopped. Stopping to admire the view at one point |
spotted something out the corner of my eye — a Painted Lady. As we got out our
cameras to take a picture it started to vibrate its wings quickly (to warm up the flight
muscles) and took off.

It wasn't until we had nearly reached the A420 (Chippenham Road) near Ford and
nearly half way round that the sun finally started to break through the clouds. We
stopped for lunch and once again a Painted Lady buzzed us, flying around our feet.
Then another came up the valley and headed off North at speed, then another, and
another. Before long we had seen a good number pass us by and each one at such a
speed that by the time you had said “There’'s a Painted Lady” it had gone out of sight.
We not only saw Painted Ladies. A few Common Blues, Large Whites and a Small
Copper aso made an appearance.

Passing into Ford and back along the other side of the road into Castle Combe, we
entered into Danks Down and the sun appeared more and more, the temperature rose
and we took off our waterproofs. The Adonis Blues failed to materialise, but still we
found a good number of Brown Argus (13), Small Heath (14), a Green Hairstreak,
a Dingy Skipper, Brimstone (3) and Speckled Wood (4) and more Common Blues.
The Painted Ladies kept coming — and going — continuously as we walked aong,
bringing their final total to 29.

On the way home | counted a total of 15 Painted Ladies. They appeared at regular
intervals crossing the A420 between the cars and heading North. The Painted Lady
invasion was in full flight.

Bentley Wood 28 May 2009
Daniel Webb
Wayne Clinch was the leader of a group of seven. We decided to explore the eastern
clearing of the forest first, down a narrow path to reach the clearing we went, to be
met by a couple of Common Car pet and Brown Silver-line moths. The main reason
of the field trip was to see the rare Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary - mission



accomplished, we saw over 25 on this eastern clearing, but we were not finished yet.

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary & Speckled Yellow, Bentley Wood, 28 May 2009
(Terry Dabner)

An abundant amount of Speckled Yellow moths caught our eye and a first time
photograph for some. Terry Dabner was caling out ‘Duke of Burgundy’ and
everyone quickly scampered over, stopping only metres from the butterfly. After a
very successful 30 minutes, we were all wandering around the area to see what we
could find. | spotted a group of three Common Lizards basking on some rocks.
Other butterflies we met included Large White (2), Green-veined White (4),
Speckled Wood (5), Brimstone (6), Small Heaths (2). Also on our travels, we had
over 25 Painted Lady butterflies, not counting the 50 we spotted whilst travelling
down.

Barbury Castle 11" June
John Booth

It was with some trepidation that seven members met in Barbury Castle car park, the
weather was far from ideal for observing butterflies, it was very windy and cold. We
had decided to walk in Valley Bottom where it was afew degrees warmer and out of
the wind, we soon spotted Mar sh Fritillary sunning itself on the bank - atotal of 5
were seen. The sun had now come out so our spirits rose! Soon we were surrounded
by Adonis Blues, Common Blues and Brown Argus.

Further on we spotted Small Heaths and suddenly there it was - aHummingbird
Hawkmoth, wetried to follow it but it was too quick for us and disappeared over the
hill. The sun was still out, Painted L adies kept flying in and out of the valley, and
36 were counted. Further round the castle we found L ar ge Skipper s and to add to
our list a Small Blue, first one for 2009. It was a very enjoyable trip and the sun
coming out made all the difference.



Foxholes (Oxfor dshire) 20" June 2009

Foxholes wasn't a particularly easy place to find. From Stow on the Wold | found the
track towards the reserve, but it looked as though it petered out when it went past the
farm, but in fact it hadn’t and with alittle perseverance | found the car park.

Although | arrived in bright sunshine the cloud came in quickly when we started the
wak and the butterflies went to ground. Three Speckled Woods, six Meadow
Browns and three L ar ge Skippers were found with careful observation and a family
of Wrens broke the silence.

Back at the car park for lunch and the sun came out once again. So after lunch we
headed out along the lane beside the wood to see what we could see. And once again
it clouded over very quickly and threatened to rain. We quickly returned to our cars
to grab our waterproofs and my umbrella and re-started our exploration. The
afternoon being similar to the morning aso produced few butterflies, Brimstone (1),
Meadow Brown (5), Large Skipper (1), and a Speckled Wood, but the impression we
had was that the weather didn’t do the place justice and that on a bright warm and
sunny day the result would have been very different.

Haddon Hill (Exmoor) 21% June 2009

The journey down to Haddon Hill from home went very smoothly and | thought |
would be an hour early at one point. Within five miles of the destination everything
ground to a halt behind a flock of sheep being moved between fields. In the end |
arrived about a quarter of an hour early. The day was overcast and cool so | didn’'t
expect a big turn out, but when no one had arrived by 11:05am | decided to head
down the hill on my own.

After alittle rummaging around in the heather and bracken | eventually kicked up a
single Heath Fritillary and followed it until it settled again and set about taking a
few photos. Not an easy task on a gloomy day. Reaching the tree line at the bottom
of the hill | found a Large Skipper and another Heath Fritillary. | also found biting
midges, and without any insect repellent on me | started to make a hasty retreat back
up the hill. It was then that | met with a chap from the Dorset Branch that had
phoned me earlier in the week asking about the walk. He had found Heath Fritillaries
too, so was content to do his own thing. | left him to it and carried on up the hill,
where to my surprise | met up with Nick and Hillary Wynn who had arrived a little
late. | pointed out where the Heath Fritillaries were and carried on back to the car
(away from the midges) to change the lens on my camera for a longer one. Once
back with Nick and Hillary we found one or two more Heath Fritillaries, bringing the
total to five.

Nick and Hillary informed me that they had been at Collard Hill during the week and
seen a good number of Large Blues. This was too good an opportunity to miss, and
as the others were content to do their own thing | left them there and headed off East
in the car.



Win Green and Ashcombe Bottom 27" June 2009

It was still misty when | pulled into the car park at Win Green. Mike Fuller had sent
his apologies but asked me to keep an eye out for Oak trees. No Wiltshire members
turned up to join me on the walk, but | was not alone. One of my friends from the
Dorset branch, Lawrie de Whalley, was willing to hop over the border and explore
with me.

We started off walking through the reserve and down the flower strewn slope towards
the trees in Ashcombe (a real Ash Combe). We found Pyramidal Orchid and
Common Spotted Orchid and with the ant hills covered in Thyme it looked ripe for
a Large Blue introduction. With the sun breaking through, the butterflies started to
stir — afew Meadow Browns, Small Heaths, Ringlets and a freshly emerged Large
Skipper.

The track through the trees had a few dlippery tree roots so we had to tread carefully,
but it wasn’t long before we broke through into the track that took us down the valley.
The open grass fields, much of which was cut, gave the place a parkland appearance.
Further down the track split and we followed the trail towards Tollard Royal. It was
getting quite warm and in amongst some of the uncut grassy slopes we finally found
some M ar bled Whites.

There is alovely little pond at Tollard Royal, and we watched the dragonflies on it
while eating our packed lunch in the sunshine. A Green-veined White ran the
gauntlet across the pond and only just missed being caught by the Emperor
Dragonfly, who in turn just missed being caught by a Swallow not long after.
Leaving civilisation again we took the track up towards the right to return to our
starting point. Speckled Wood abounded along the wooded lane until we broke out
into the open trail at the top of the valley. A lone Green Hair streak made a welcome
surprise in aparticularly nice flowery section.

In al 14 species were seen by us, 98 Meadow Brown, 15 Small Heath, 115 Ringlet, 2
Large Skipper, 32 Speckled Wood, 3 Painted Lady, 2 Red Admiral, 21 Marbled
White, 3 Small Skipper, 2 Green-veined White, 1 Small White, 2 Large White, 1
Small Tortoiseshell and 1 Green Hairstreak.

Sunday 28" June 2009. Broadcroft Quarry (Isle of Portland)
Phil Claridge

AsAndrew Daw led the small party into the reserve, there was a hint of drizzle in the
air with some rain having fallen earlier. The atmosphere was more like a ‘film noir’
scene with the booming of the lighthouse foghorn at Portland Bill and the prison
buildings visible across the quarry. But the insects soon dispelled the gloom as there
were a number flying. The target species, Silver-studded Blue, was soon seen and
Meadow Brown and Marbled White in good quantities were visible throughout the
visit. Some other common varieties were quite elusive, necessitating searches
amongst the stone and the rough vegetation. Pyramidal Orchids were present
throughout the reserve. After a considerable time, the party returned to the start and



while choosing some blocks of Portland Stone as a venue for lunch, Andrew Daw
spotted a Common Lizard amongst the debris.

Species list: Meadow Brown, Marbled White, Silver-studded Blue, Ringlet, Small
Skipper, Common Blue (female), Painted Lady, Dingy Skipper, Burnet
Companion, Silver Y, 5-spot Burnet.

Pamber Heath (Hampshire) 18" July 2009

The 18" July 2009 was a blustery day that Pooh Bear would be proud of. | arrived at
the car park to Pamber Heath in plenty of time and in bright sunshine, but had to put
on my waterproof to keep the wind out. It wasn't until | arrived that | realised that
the Grid Reference given by the Hampshire Wildlife Trust (HWT) wasn’t for the car
park but for the centre of the reserve, so apologies to anybody who was relying on
that and not the directions given. Anyway, 11:00am came and went and nobody
arrived to join me, so | eventually gave up waiting, picked up my camera bag and set
off into the woods and out of the wind. The rides weren’'t as muddy as the HWT web
page had led me to believe, but still needed careful navigation in places. Following
the trail from the entrance further in the wood it wasn't long before | came across a
Silver-washed Fritillary and then another. A White Admiral, somewhat worn, flew
out of the trees and landed amongst the brambles on the side of the ride, just out of
reach for a good shot. Undeterred | tried taking a picture anyway, and before long it
was joined by another and another. It has been along time since | had three White
Admiralsin the same place.

Wandering along the trail, it gradually got cloudier and cloudier, but it wasn't until it
had fully clouded over, about half way round the trail, that the butterflies were no
longer easy to find. | missed one of the way markers at one point and found myself
walking back the way | had come, cutting off a significant corner of the trail. Asthe
best of the weather was already long gone, | didn’t mind the short cut and finally got
back to the car at 2:35pm.

All told | saw 15 species of butterfly: Silver-washed Fritillary (27), M eadow Brown
(32), Ringlet (28), Small White (2), Large White (2), Gatekeeper (38), Green-
veined White (13), Speckled Wood (13), White Admiral (6), Small Skipper (9),
Large Skipper (6), Peacock (4), Brimstone (1), Holly Blue (1) and Marbled
White (4).



UP-DATE ON THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY SURVEY WORK
Mike Fuller

Thisisapreiminary report on the 2009 season based on records received so far (late
August). More records will probably be received at the end of the season but it
seemed appropriate to issue a brief report at this stage to inform members of the
Duke of Burgundy's 2009 status.

The table includes all 2009 records received so far, indicating a good season and the
Duke still present on nearly al sites visited. 24 recorders reported Dukes from 35
sites - three in the north on Martinsell Hill, Morgan’s Hill and near Ramsbury (maybe
two separate small colonies here), and 32 in the south. (North is north of the Kennet
and Avon canal, and south is south of it). 16 sites (46%) are on the MoD land on
Salisbury Plain and five (14%) are in woodlands, al in the south. Tower Hill Wood
on Porton Down straddl es the Wilts/Hants border whereas nearby Isle of Wight Wood
isin Hampshire.

Due to the Duke's elusiveness, reluctance to fly and small size, numbers seen during
a site visit even in a good season in Wiltshire, are small and usually only in single
figures. Consequently it is often difficult to judge the true size of a colony in asingle
visit. Apart from the incredible 91 seen in Isle of Wight Wood, the only double-figure
sightings were 17 in a private wood in the SE in the Tytherley Woods Project and 11
at Burcombe bank — a long, narrow, steep, west-facing strip of scrubby grassland
north of Burcombe. Some scrub clearance was carried out here in early 2008 by the
WWCV team and more is planned to improve the habitat for the Duke.

Substantial scrub clearance was also carried out at Sutton Down and more is planned
over a five year period to improve the habitat. This is a long-term project which
should greatly strengthen the threatened Duke colony. We have worked closely with
the farmer/landowner and Natural England to plan this work and monitor the results.
We should acknowledge the commitment of Gordon Mackie for his valued assistance
at both these sites.

Two new tetrad records were received in 2009. A single female was seen on Horse
Down, ATE SP(W) on a butterfly identification workshop on 21 May (Hugo Brooke
et al.) and in the same tetrad, 2 were seen in the small wildlife area in Tilshead
churchyard on 12 June (Colin Gubbins). No larval foodplant was apparent and
presumably these were vagrants from the surrounding Salisbury Plain. The second
new tetrad was Hoop Side, a north-facing escarpment on Shaston Ridge, where two
were noted on 25 May (Gordon Mackie). Colonies occur all aong this 14km
generally NW-facing escarpment stretching from near Donhead S Andrew to
Burcombe.



[ Date |No.] Location | Comments | No.| Recorder
22.04 1 Dean Hill Park (Wilts sector) 2 1 David Lowe
30.04 2 Grovely Wood (W) 1, 2 on 01.05 2 Gordon Mackie
09.05 3ATE, SP(W), South Dn. 3 incl. pair in cop. (photo) 3 Rob Turner
10.05 4 Near Ramsbury 1 4/5/6 WC/IB/T & G Dabner
11.05 5ATE, SP(W), Great Cheverell Hill 6 7 Nigel Cope
11.05 6 ATE, SP(W), Great Cheverell Hill 3 in next valley south Nigel Cope
12.05 7 Tytherley Woods Project 17, 5 on 20.05 8 Kate Dent
May Tytherley Woods Project 11 in Xmas tree plant. 9 Olly Howells
16.05 8 Porton Down, Tower Hill Wood 5 10 Dan Hoare et al.
16.05 Porton Down, Isle of Wight Wood 91 (Hants) Dan Hoare et al.
20.05 9 Fovant Down (Chalk Pit area) 5 in 30 minutes Gordon Mackie
20.05 10 Sutton Down (Fovant Hut section) 2m2f in 25 minutes Gordon Mackie
20.05 11 Sutton Down East 1m1f in 45 minutes Gordon Mackie
21.05 12 Martinsell Hill 4 in 90mins. 11 Ray Jenkins
21.05 13ATE, SP(W), Horse Down S 1 female in 50 mins in ideal weather 12 Hugo Brooke et al.
22.05 Sutton Down West 1m in 55 minutes Gordon Mackie
23.05 14ATE, SP(E), Milston Down 5 along wood edge 13 Tony Wells
23.05 15Morgan's Hill WWT 2 at top Wayne Clinch et al.
23.05 Morgan's Hill WWT 3, 4 on 31.05 14 Tony Coultiss
24.05 Salisbury Plain 3 15 Derek Remington
24.05 16 Buxbury Hill 1m1f in 90 minutes Gordon Mackie
24.05 17 Burcombe bank 11 (6m4f + 1 other) in 65 minutes Gordon Mackie
(9 at lower end in rank grass, 2 at top half incl. 1 in area cleared in 2008 by WWCV)
Cotley Hill Searched diligently but unsuccessful Nick Wynn
24.05 Cotley Hill Probably 1 16 John Hutton
24.05 18 ATE, SP(C), Rushall Down 7 in Dip 1 valley bottom 17 Mike Fuller
24.05 19ATE, SP(C), Wilsford Down area 1 in valley bottom Mike Fuller
24.05 ATE, SP(C), W of Wilsford Down 2 in valley bottom Mike Fuller
24.05 20ATE, SP(C), Wilsford Down area 1 in valley bottom Mike Fuller
Ham Hill WWT reserve Visited regularly but no sign of DoB Richard Banbury
25.05 21Hoop Side 2m in 75 minutes Gordon Mackie
26.05 22 Great Ridge Wood 1f in 35 minutes Gordon Mackie
28.05 Grovely Wood (W) 2in 75 minutes Gordon Mackie
28.05 23Bentley Wood (East Clearing) 1 Terry Dabner et al.
29.05 24 Swallowcliffe Down West end 1m1if in 35 minutes Gordon Mackie
30.05 Nr. Ramsbury 1 at 10.30am 18 Maurice Avent
31.05 Nr. Ramsbury 1 Wayne Clinch
02.06 Nr. Ramsbury 1 19 Steve Covey
31.05 25ATE, SP(C), New Copse area 5in 78 minutes Mike Fuller
31.05 26 ATE, SP(C), S-N valley 4 in 34 minutes Mike Fuller
31.05 27 ATE, SP(C), NE of Candown CopseZ2 in 46 minutes Mike Fuller
31.05 28ATE, SP(W), Warden's Down 1 20 Lawrie de Whalley
31.05 29ATE, SP(W), Summer Down 4 Lawrie de Whalley
31.05 30ATE, SP(W), E of Warden's Dn. 2 Lawrie de Whalley
31.05 31ATE, SP(W), Middle Ridge Dn 2 Lawrie de Whalley
32 Redding Hanging 21 David Rear
11.06 33 Scratchbury Hill S slope 1 cowering from wind 22 Sarah Grinsted
12.06 34 Tilshead churchyard 2 in wildlife area (photos) 23 Colin Gubbins
June 35ATE, SP(W), Summer Down area 24 Marc Botham

2 new tetrads in bold italics

North Wilts IATE Salisbury Plain 16
South Wilts 32|WwWT
Total 39Woodland 5

24 recorders from 35 localities in 2009

21 recorders from 25 localities in 2008



population on Salisbury Plain is of national importance and appears to be widespread
across the MoD training areas. There is probably considerable movement of
individuals between the various colonies within the population and the colonies
themselves probably shift their positions as the vegetational structure of local habitats
changes.

The Duke is probably one of the most difficult species to manage for due to its
reliance on transitional habitat but with continued monitoring and liaisoning
with landowners on management issues, we should be able to ensure its survival
in the county.

For more details of Dukes in one part of the county see the following:

DUKE OF BURGUNDY SURVEY —SW WILTSHIRE 2009

Gordon Mackie

Buxbury Hill (Gordon Mackie)

This year's Duke of Burgundy campaign to the west of Salisbury brought some
unexpected results, and raised a few interesting questions. The area includes two
large woodlands where firm historical data exists, and extensive tracts of steep north
facing downland which have long cried out for more regular and systematic
monitoring. My am here is to keep readers informed of recent developments,
beginning with this spectacular section of the South Wessex Downs. Complete
records appear under summary.

The Shaston Ridge provides a continuous length of chalk grassland stretching for
some 13 miles between Wilton and the Donhead villages east of Shaftesbury. This
escarpment may be viewed in detail from numerous vantage points along the main
A30, so the various farming methods from intensive sheep to light cattle grazing are




immediately apparent. It is therefore possible to identify patches of suitable habitat
and inter-linking corridors, and accurately target potential hotspots. The more
promising areas are located on the eastern sector (8 miles) while in order to cover the
Rugged terrain I've divided this into 10 convenient recording sites. The core area is
situated near Sutton Mandeville, from which occasional females appear to disperse
up to 3 miles to either side although, due to tight sheep grazing to the west, only one
colony has been confirmed beyond the open sweep of Swallowcliffe Down.

The small yet productive main breeding site (c200 x 150 m) yielded single counts of
20, 19 and 32 in 20024, but dense hawthorn encroachment has caused the
population to diminish in recent times. Fortunately Natural England have stepped in
with a 10 year restoration programme, most of the maor works being due for
completion by 2013. Inevitably the first phase has brought some short-term upheaval
and a further fall in D o B abundance, but since the aternative is to alow complete
reversion to woodland it has become necessary to address the Duke's longer term
requirements without delay. Surveys this season have shown the species to be present
both to the east and west, however, so 'inward dispersal’ is expected to occur as the
scars heal. Meanwhile adjacent areas within the c2 km. work site will benefit from
selective cutting/scalloping over the next four years, which, together with improved
access for cattle, will help to create the desired habitat structure throughout.

Grovely Wood (West) Quite dramatic opening up of this previously over-shaded
woodland has taken place over the past 10 years, creating huge areas of linked
habitat, broad rides and clearings. This has been courtesy of the Forestry
Commission, whose highly committed ranger Colin Elford is influential at the
planning stages and organises much of the work, largely carried out by contractors.
Dukes have thrived here for many years, though suffered setbacks during the period
of neglect, but have managed to hang on in tiny colonies along the Roman road and
on sheltered southern fringes.

This season the wood has never looked healthier,

with a mass of primrose and other flora, tussock

grasses and scattered scrub, yet strangely my walks

in fine weather produced fewer sightings than in the

recent past. The minor dispersals noted in 2007 and

2008 apparently bore no fruit, while a total of only

8 were spotted in one small area, of which 4 were

probable double counts. | regularly monitor this

wood for other species, and am confident the

situation will resolve itself naturally, for ones and

twos may ‘turn up' anywhere, and despite our

anxieties the Dukes seem to have their own mysterious surviva strategy. Colin Elford
later reported that he recorded two Dukes at Middle Hills, one of our prime target
areas.



Duke of Burgundy, Grovely Wood, May '09 (Jules Cross)

Great Ridge Wood (East) This whole area, which includes Longdean Bottom, Park
Bottom and Snail Creep Hanging, has gradually declined as a Duke stronghold during
the past twelve years or so. Managed for game birds, with some intensive cattle and
sheep grazing, much prime habitat has been lost.

In 2006, however, John Fishwick found anew colony in the wood itself, out of harm's
way some distance from any previous sightings. He counted 6 on a wide verge
towards the top of the main footpath, | saw 5, and in subsequent years 4, 2 and finally
1 in 2009. Sympathetic management would almost certainly secure the Duke's future
in thislocality.

Burcombe Bank A good news story. This narrow diver of downland, on private land
surrounded by arable crops, lies close to the southern edge of Grovely Wood. Barbara
Last had recorded ¢30 in 1989 and 1990, 8 in 1996, 3 in 1998, and nil in 1999. The
Duke was thought to have become extinct due to rampant hawthorn growth, but on a
return visit in 2007 she saw one, and | spotted one in 2008. Determined to do my
duty, | called again this season, fully expecting a blank. Imagine my surprise on 24
May when the first butterfly | saw was a Duke, then another, and another. Because |
thought 'I'd better’, | walked parts of what appears the least suitable bit towards the
lower end — all big bushes and knee-high grasses — counting 9. Confident that this
would be a 20+ day, | ventured onto the more open, Cowslip clad area above where
Mike Fuller and a local naturalist group had done sterling clearance work in the
winter, only to find just 2 in residence here. Hopefully Dukes will multiply in this
upper section as regrowth becomes established over the next year or two.

Summary In all, Dukes were found at ten sites in 2009, two of which are new
colonies, and four others were unproductive. The earliest date was 30 April, and the
latest 4 June. The total of 40 records, reduced to 36 after deduction for likely 'repeats
in Grovely, shows an average of just 3.6 sightings per site, broken down as follows:
Hoop Side 2, Fovant Down West 5, Fovant Hut 4, Sutton Down East 3,

Sutton DownWest 1, Buxbury Hill 3, Swallowcliffe Down West 2,

Grovely Wood 4, Great Ridge Wood 1, Burcombe Bank 11.

The very low numbers are partly due to relatively light monitoring (apart from
Grovely) for having noted the Duke's presence | generally moved elsewhere rather
than make return visits. Even so, most colonies seem desperately small, and one may
ask why this should be. We rightly identify unsuitable habitat and site fragmentation



as common causes, yet where large, closely connected areas of ideal breeding ground
exist perhaps we should consider other factors. Fanciful thoughts occur to the lone
tramper concerning reproductive rates, ova distribution, fertility, predation, climate;
in short, is the Duke achieving optimum natura yields? Indeed, as the only member
of the Metalmark family, which somehow arrived in the distant past, we may even
wonder whether it has become fully acclimatised as a British species. As a very
‘amateur' naturalist, I'm happy to leave such matters to more scientific minds!

Reverting to woodland. Site of Natural England restoration — see text (Gordon
Mackie)

CHALKHILL BLUE UPDATE
Gordon Mackie

The dramatic collapse of Chalkhill Blues at Clearbury Down near Salisbury (see
Mackie, Bulletin 27, p. 14-17) prompted a site visit on 31% July 2009 to assess the
current situation. Linda Smith and Robert Lloyd from Natural England joined BC
Chairman Maurice Avent and County Recorder Mike Fuller in a two hour walk,
during which the habitat on the south-facing slope was examined in some detail. It
had been thought that significant changes in grazing patterns might be necessary, but
the sward height this season appeared ideal for the Chalkhill Blue's breeding and
feeding requirements with a mass of vetches, scabious and marjoram present, while
the varied geological conditions naturally provide a diverse mosaic structure across
this extensive area of downland.

Estate Manager Roger Kemp confirmed that the same winter cattle grazing regime



has been in place for some 30 years (this period coinciding with the highest
abundance figures) so it was generally agreed that the exceptionally dense growths of
2007 and 2008 were largely weather-related. It was therefore felt that the existing
management strategy should be maintained while allowing minor future adjustment if
required. Given a return to average summer rainfall totals, it is hoped that Chalkhill
Blue numbers will build towards their former levels over the coming decade.

The following species were seen on the day, in sunny weather with a fresh southerly
wind: Small Skipper, Brimstone, Large White, Small White, Green-veined
White, Small Copper, Brown Argus, Common Blue, Chalkhill Blue (c50), Red
Admiral, Peacock, Painted Lady, Small Tortoiseshell, Comma, Speckled Wood,
Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown.

Our thanks go to Natural England for their valuable support, and to the Longford
estate for their on-going commitment to protecting this historic wildlife site.

SUMMER SPECIAL S 2009
Nick Wynn

As Hilary and | were unable to holiday in France this year, we decided to try and see
as many of the rarer or more restricted butterfly species that live in Southern England
aswe could. Thisarticle describes our adventures!

Our first trip in mid June was to Collard Hill, near Street, to see the Large Blues.
After negotiating the rather hazardous road crossing en route from the car park we
made our way up on to the main part of the hill, where we found the slope well
popul ated with other camera clad enthusiasts - and Large Blues. We eventually saw
a dozen or more of these butterflies, scattered along the hill. 1t seems that they are
naturally spreading out from the original introduction site to other parts of the area,
and are now even to be found on the hill above Dundon, across the valley. A bonus
for the day was the year’s first Marbled White, amongst the 11 species spotted
during the visit.

Large Blue & Heath Fritillary (Nick Wynn)



Our next expedition, a few days later, took us to Haddon Hill, on Exmoor, a reserve
dedicated to the conservation of the Heath Fritillary. This was, in fact, a Branch
visit, but only Andrew Daw was there to greet us. It was overcast and rather windy,
so we didn’t really expect to see much, but with help from Andrew we soon found
one or two fritillaries trying to warm up on the bracken. These made for good photos,
so the day wasn't wasted. Sightings of two or three Clouded Buff moths completed
asuccessful trip.

| haven’t seen a Black Hairstreak in England for many years, so our next trip was to
White Cross Green on the Oxford/Bucks border. Thisis abeautiful, well maintained
reserve, and we were soon engrossed in looking at the many butterflies enjoying the
wealth of wild flowers along the rides. We did catch a glimpse of a hairstreak, high
up amongst the sloe bushes, but it wasn’'t until after our picnic that we found an
obliging female crawling around at head height, obviously looking for ovipositing
sites. Opportunity for some great pictures - except that the camera decided to stop
working at that precise moment! Frustration! An otherwise delightful visit was
enhanced by seeing the year’s first Purple Hairstreak, a Red Kite flying overhead
and avariety of dragonflies along the rides.

Black Hairstreak (Nick Wynn)

The weather had generally been obliging up till this time, but now it was wet July,
and visits had to be planned round the weather forecast. The first of these was to the
New Forest to look for Silver-studded Blues, which we found in small numbers both
at Turf Hill and White Moor. In fact, athough it was only July 9th, several of the
butterflies looked worn, so they may have emerged early following the dry Spring.
The New Forest is a fascinating area for wildlife of all sorts, and our day was made
al the better by seeing Stonechats, Redstart and Bog Asphodel.

By mid July, Purple Emperor had come to mind, so | went off to Bentley Wood to
see what was about. It was aday of patchy grey cloud, but even so | was able to spot
the target species, firstly sitting on the oak tree by the main car park, then flying
around this same clearing. There’'s no doubt that getting a crick in the neck is all part
and parcel of looking for these magnificent butterflies! There were 21 species of



butterfly on view in the wood that day, including White-letter Hairstreaks, still
hanging on in the ems along one of the rides. Painted L adies were everywhere of
course, and one was caught and eaten by a hawker dragonfly as | watched. | was also
pleased to see a pristine Valezina female Silver-washed Fritillary amongst the many
normal members of her species.

The next unusual sighting was unplanned. | was making a preliminary visit to Park
Bottom, in the Wylye Valley, before leading a trip there with Westbury Naturalists,
and was surprised to see a Clouded Yellow being blown about on the stiff breeze.
When we returned for the main visit two days | ater, no fewer than 6 of these beautiful
butterflies were on the wing, one or two of a particularly rich dark yellow.

As a birthday treat towards the end of July, we went down to Swanage to enjoy the
steam train and fish and chips! On the way, we paused in Wareham Forest, where we
found several Graylings. Asusua, their amazing camouflage made them very hard
to find once they'd settled. Later in the day, we walked out onto a windy Peveril
Point, where we searched the grasses along the cliff top for Lulworth Skippers. |
eventually found just one, sunning itself in one of the few sheltered spots near the
Coastguard lookout post. A feature of this visit was the number of Oak Eggar moths
flying vigorously over the cliffs.  The fish and chips were lovely, and so was the
cream tea at Corfe on the way home!

Our adventures aren’t quite over yet, as we hope to see Silver-spotted Skippers and
Brown Hairstreaks before the season is over. We've had areally good time exploring
our lovely countryside, and have seen all the species we hoped for. There's till
Wood White and High-brown Fritillary for next year!

Valezina female Silver-washed Fritillary, Bentley Wood (Nick Wynn)



FINANCES 2008 — 2009
Phil Claridge

There was a massive rise in our income for the year. The reason for this was a
payment by the Forestry Commission for surveys carried out in Savernake Forest and
subsequent reports. Other welcome inputs came from the Lower Mill Estate (for
Brown Hairstreak surveys), donations from lectures and profit from sales of a DVD
produced by Sandy Harman of the Surrey branch. The received V.A.T. showed alarge
increase but this will be returned to Head Office in due course.

Expenditure did rise due to increased costs of certain items and there was a purchase
of charts and polo shirts for use at publicity events. The Iford Butterfly Day has been
accounted for as a separate item in the balance sheet. Although this showed a slight
loss, it was acceptable because the aim of the day was publicity and gaining
members.

Overdl, there was a large profit for the year. Being a charity, our funds held at the
end of the financia year come under close scrutiny by Head Office. We are
encouraged to use surpluses for conservation causes and this will be addressed in
2009 - 2010.

BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION —WILTSHIRE BRANCH
Income and Expenditure Account for Year Ended 31% March 2009

INCOME £
Subscriptions 1545.00
Bank Interest 126.24
Received V.A.T. 393.59
Refunded V.A.T. 33.10
Surveys and Reports for Forestry Commission 2500.00
Donation — Lower Mill Estate 165.00
Donations — Lecture (W.W.T. /M.Avent £30; DVD Sale/ SHarman £7) 37.00
Iford Butterfly Day 145.74
Sale of Annual Reports/ Bulletin 36.00
AGM réeffle 50.00
Member’s Evening raffle 32.00
Sale of Polo Shirts 38.28
5101.95
EXPENDITURE
Irrecoverable V.A.T. 2008-2009 120.96
Travel Expenses 98.55
Production of Bulletin 25 372.18
Production of Bulletin 26 274.86
Production of 2007 Wiltshire Butterfly Report 402.62
Postage/Stationery for Bulletins & Reports 297.29
Iford Butterfly Day 171.24
Room Hire 36.30

Insurance 39.69



Office Expenses 70.08

Reserve Management 178.68
Donationsto N.M.R.S., South East Woodlands Project,
Morecambe Bay Limestone Hills. (3 @ £50) 150.00
Purchase of Identification Charts and Polo Shirts 86.65
Committee expenses 26.40
Auditor’s gift 12.73
Butterfly Recorders Meeting Registration 5.00
2343.23
Excess Income over Expenditure 2758.72
5101.95
Balance Sheet as at 31% March 2009 - Accumulated Excess
Excess brought forward 1% April 2008 1930.20
Excess 2008/2009 (from above) 2758.72
4688.92
The Accumulated Excess is made up as follows:
CAFBank Current Account (Reconciled Balance) 00.00
NatWest Current Account (Reconciled Balance) 6213.16
Total in Accounts 6213.16
Duke of Burgundy Initiative. Remaining Funds. 1524.24
Wiltshire Branch Funds 4688.92

I have examined the books, vouchers and information supplied by the Honorary Treasurer and |

certify that the Income and Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet shown above are in accordance
therewith.

N.E.Wynn, Honorary Auditor.

Purple Emperor, Everleigh Ashes (lain Perkins)



The Purple Emperor in Savernake
Matthew Oates

The Purple Emperor (Apatura iris) has been known to occur at the southern end of
Savernake Forest since at least 1977 (Fuller 1995). Most sightings have been around
The Column (a piece of 18" century nonsense on which Purple Emperors
occasionally perch). There seems to be only one record of this elusive butterfly being
seen in any numbers in Savernake, in 1989 (Fuller, ibid). Mostly, people struggle to
see one or two individuals during a lengthy visit.

| first visited Savernake in search of iris in July 2002, and have searched fairly
regularly since. Initially, | concentrated on trying to find the butterfly at the northern
end of the forest, but recently my visits have been confined to the more popular
southern end — along and off Three Oak Hill Drive. This summer | have been
fortunate enough to be on sabbatical, studying this fascinating insect for three months
(see the Purple Emperor website www.thepurpleempire.com ), and have looked at the
southern part of Savernake in some depth. My studies here and elsewhere are
ongoing, if not never-ending.

In Savernake, sallows occur sporadically at the northern and southern thirds of the
forest, but there are precious few in between, so the southern end supports arelatively
self-contained colony. This June | conducted an assessment of the sallow resource in
southern Savernake. This was not too onerous a task as sallows here are virtually
confined to the ride system. Sallows were placed into Large, Medium and Small
categories and identified into species. This was not easy as the current taxonomy
(Meickle 1984) recognises several species, sub-species and hybrids. Nightmare!
Broad-leaved sallows consist of the well-known Goat Willow Salix caprea and a
hybrid, Salix x reichardtii. It is not always easy to tell these apart, and | suspect that
further taxonomic work will reveal further hybrids, sub-species and local variants of
broad-leaved sallows. The narrow-leaved sallows are even more complex but seem
at Savernake to consist mainly of Rusty Sallow S. cinerea ssp. oleifolia.

In southern Savernake, | identified exactly 250 individua sallow trees, of which 152
seem to be true Goat Willow, 54 should be Rusty Sallow, 28 seem to be Salix x
reichardtii and the remainder are narrow-leaved types that are beyond my botanical
skills. Of the 250 trees and bushes, 132 are Large trees, 102 are Medium sized and
16 Small bushes that are too small to be used by the butterfly at present. These
figuresillustrate a paucity of sallow regeneration, though recent opening up work by
the Forestry Commission along the southern section of Grand Avenue should
stimulate sallow regeneration there, assuming the Fallow deer permit it.
Regeneration is most necessary as many of the salows are over-mature; some are
moribund and are starting to collapse, many are heavily shaded, whilst others have
been adversely affected by drought-stress and / or squirrel damage, which renders
them unsuitable for iris,



My studies here have identified the types of sallow situations used by the butterfly for
breeding and suggest, at least provisionally, that the butterfly strongly favours Goat
Willow, particularly female trees. It is actually far more complex than that, with the
position of the sallow, the degree of shade and leaf characteristics of colour and
texture being crucial. | suspect that although there are relatively few sallows
available to the Purple Emperor in Savernake, the majority are of very high quality
and relatively few are unsuitable. My studies generally suggest, strongly, that it isthe
guality of the sallows as breeding habitat that really matters, rather than sallow
guantity. Consequently, the ratio of adult Purple Emperors to number of sallow trees
and bushes must be higher in Savernake than in top drawer iris localities such as
Fermyn Woods, Northants, where most of the sallows are probably marginaly
suitable and are effectively outside the butterfly’s system. More crucially, most of
the Savernake South sallows are in the shady situations strongly favoured by the
butterfly. There are few exposed sallows.

Slowly but surely | have identified a number of male Purple Emperor territories,
mainly along Three Oak Hill Drive that runs south west to north east along the ridge
crest at the bottom of Savernake. Some of these fit into my model for Purple
Emperor territories / assembly points/ ‘Master Trees - call them what you want — as
they are in sheltered high points (Oates, 2008). Others do not. It is particularly
galling to me that the males do not gather for afternoon territorial machinations in the
square glade immediately north of The Column, a classic sheltered high point in the
Oates model. However, lan Prior, who is relatively hefted to Savernake during the
iris season tells me that they used to frequent that spot — until 2002, when | started to
visit! Today, they gather over tall beeches to the immediate south of The Column, at
exactly SU 22942 64791. | have seen clashes of three males at a time there, but it
involves squinting into the sun.

Males and females can aso be seen from a 200m stretch of ride running along the
crest of Three Oak Hill Drive just north east of The Column, though | have never
seen more than two at a time here. This year | found a good territory in the dip
between The Column and Leigh Hill, at SU 22760 64658. The best territory, though,
is much further north east aong Three Oak Hill Drive, and is best viewed from a
ride-edge deckchair placed at SU 23287 65125: ook south east, and upwards, behind
a massive standing dead beech trunk. | discovered this territory (the ‘Dead Beech
Glade’) in 2003; it has been used annually since, has never drawn a blank in season,
and can reveal as many as four males, which is good by modern English standards.
There is another territory further down the Drive, a SU 23506 65451 — look at the
crown of the split-stemmed beech on the south east side of the ride. It was by
Identifying and assiduously working these territories that | saw at least 17 male
Purple Emperors at Savernake on July 12" this year, and possibly as many as 20.
Other territories await discovery but, be warned, activity can be highly localised and
Is easily missed. This location information should be placed on the Purple Emperor
website, to assist people wishing to see the butterfly.



The curious thing about the Purple Emperor in Savernake is that the males fly round
unusually tall trees here, and look miniscule in consequence. | know of no other
English Purple Emperor locality, past or present, where the butterfly uses such huge
(60-90') trees. Normally, as Heslop (1964) suggests, massive trees are not utilised.
Worse, from a viewing angle, the males do not come down to the Savernake ride
surfaces with any degree of frequency. Indeed, Savernake must be one of the most
difficult sites for viewing the butterfly in the country - and if you want to photograph
it, then visit the Switchback ride in Bentley Wood; don’t come here! But for sheer
class, and depth of mystery, the Savernake iris take some beating, and the forest holds
Immense and unique spirit of place.
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Purple Emperorsat Everleigh Ashes
Sally Walker, Assistant Natural Environment Adviser, DE EST NET

The Purple Emperor (Apatura iris) is a handsome but elusive butterfly that spends
most of itstime in the canopy of mature trees feeding on aphid honeydew. Both sexes
are large and dark, with white banded wings. The males have a brilliant purple sheen
to their wings, lending the butterfly its name. After a decline in the 20" century, this
species is now restricted to larger woodlands in southern England. Due to its elusive
nature its distribution at the loca level is not aways well understood. The principal
foodplant is Goat Willow (Salix caprea), though Grey Willow (S. cinerea) and Crack
Willow (S fragilis) are also used (Asher et al., 2001). The adult butterflies are on the
wing for a short period between late June and early August.

Everleigh Ashes is an area of woodland on the northeastern corner of Salisbury Plain
Training Area. Though not part of the Salisbury Plain SSSI, most of the Everleigh
Ashesis ancient semi-natural woodland, with some ancient replanted woodland. Goat
Willow is present throughout the wood and Purple Emperor colonies exist in
woodlands within range. A number of tracks intersect the woodland, creating
structured woodland rides that are valuable for birds, insects and small mammals.
There are also a number of large clearings and glades.

This woodland affords potentially suitable habitat for a breeding purple emperor
colony. The presence of this species at the wood was confirmed by a sighting of a



male Purple Emperor in the summer of 2008. In order to establish whether there was
aresident population of Purple Emperor at Everleigh Ashes, a survey was set up and
carried out in July 2009.

The survey was co-ordinated by staff from the DE EST Natural Environment Team,
with support from volunteer members of the Bulford Conservation Group. Work had
aready been carried out by one member, Mervyn Grist, to identify and map the
locations of suitable Salix foodplants throughout the woodland. This provided a
framework for the survey and was updated throughout the survey as further Salix
trees were identified.

Five weekly surveys were carried out between late June and early August, each
taking place from 10:30 to 12:30. The wood was split up into three areas, to be
covered simultaneously. The two hours were spent walking the survey area and
concentrating on key habitat features. Treetops were also observed in order to catch a
glimpse of males flying up from their favoured master trees. Records from the survey
period were supplemented by further sightings from lucky conservation group
members walking their dogs or otherwise enjoying a quiet wak through the
woodland!

The survey was a success, confirming both male and female Purple Emperor to be
present in the wood, with numbers indicating a breeding colony (Fuller, pers comm,
2009).

A few of the butterflies proved to be very obliging with one of the volunteers able to
take photos of a male from only a couple of feet away. Another male allowed a
member of the conservation group to take many photos, even posing on his shoe —
see photo by lain Perkins below!

Salix spp. are relatively short lived, so it is important to ensure continuity of these
trees in woods where Purple Emperors are found. Many of the sallows in Everleigh
Ashes are mature, some beginning to degenerate, with little sign of natura
regeneration. The next step is to identify mature trees for pollarding, in order to
prolong their longevity and provide some age structure to the trees. This will help to
mai ntain suitable habitat for Purple Emperor at Everleigh Ashes.

White Admiral and Silver-washed Fritillary were aso recorded at Everleigh Ashes
during the survey. These are two other woodland specialist species, suggesting that
the wood retains an important assemblage of woodland butterflies and possibly other
invertebrates. Wide woodland rides and glades provide suitable habitat for both these
species, which use these areas to feed (Lewington, 2003).

Thanks go to the combined efforts of Mervyn Grist, Bob Hastie and Mike Wildish
from the Bulford Conservation Group, Olly Howells and lain Perkins from DE and
John Last. The survey could not have been done without their time and expertise.
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The Purple Emperor Twitch: 17" July 2009
John Booth

It all began when | received an e-mail from Wayne Clinch saying that Matthew Oates
had seen seventeen Purple Emperors at the column area of Savernake Forest (see
page 26). | immediately drove to the column and saw one butterfly clinging to the
column. The next day a small party, Wayne Clinch, Terry and Gaynor Dabner , Geoff
Hiscocks, Odette and | duly assembled at the column, nothing was flying so we
walked down the ride to see if we could sight any Purple Emperors.

We did see a couple but they were high up in the tree canopy, nothing you could get a
picture of. As the day wore on we headed back to the column for lunch. There we
met Stephen Edwards and his U3A group which included LauraMynott. We did have
further sightings but they were elusive and remained high up in the tree canopy. By
this time Laura had decided to make her way home and said goodbye and drove off.

Sometime later my mobile rang to say | had a message, the message was from Laura
and it said she had a Purple Emperor and it was clinging to the car bonnet. A high
speed drive followed and soon we arrived at the car - there it was. a Purple Emperor
with its proboscis out feeding on aphid honeydew.

Eventually the car owner returned and was proud that such a beautiful butterfly
should choose his car to land on. Soon he wanted to go so we carefully transferred the
butterfly to another car where it settled happily, Geoff went to fetch the wives so they
could see the butterfly. | would like to thank Laura for making that call, it brought a
lot of pleasure to our group.

Purple Emperor — butterfly of the year?



WHAT'SAT THE BOTTOM OF YOUR GARDEN?
Hugo Brooke

Streamer & Miller (Hugo Brooke)

There are over 2,500 species of moth in this country. Trapping, recording and
releasing them in your garden is a fascinating hobby which a the same time can
enable you to make a valuable contribution to the conservation of them. | started
trapping moths in my 90 foot walled garden in downtown Bath just two years ago,
using a low powered 15 waitt actinic trap. To date | have identified 166 species of
macro moth out of the 900-odd we have in this country. The other 1600 British
species are micro moths, but | have yet to get to grips with those tiny creatures.

Pebble Prominent & Burnished Brass (Hugo Brooke)

Once you start moth trapping every morning is like Christmas, you never know what
you are going to find in the box! There is often a speciesin my trap | have never seen
before and sometimes a spectacular hawkmoth or two. So far | have seen six species
of hawkmoth in my garden; Privet, Eyed, Lime, Elephant, Poplar and
Hummingbird, plus many other large moths including Red Underwing, Puss Moth
and Old Lady. The moths are not aways in the trap, sometimes they settle near by.

To try out mothing you do not need to have a proper trap — just open the window and
leave alight on in the bathroom from dusk until dawn and see what turns up. If you
find identifying your bathroom haul is interesting then acquisition of a proper trap
will become essential. At that point | recommend you go to the Anglian Lepidoptera



Supplies website and study your options (www.angleps.com). They offer everything
from DIY kits and the ALS 15 watt actinic that | use, through to 125 watt mercury
vapour models, as well as providing advice on moth trapping.

As most of the moths that come to light at night only fly at night they usually sit still
during the day, which means that so long as they are not seriously disturbed, counting
and identifying them can be done at any time during the day. However you should
look at them earlier rather than later as some will be day flyers and anxious to get out.

How many you collect will depend upon where you set your trap — in a rural spot
after agood night you could find over 1,000 moths of 50+ speciesin your trap, which
could keep you busy for a couple of hours identifying them; while in a town on a
good night you will be looking at under 100 moths of perhaps 12 species. Egg boxes
are amust with which to line the bottom of your trap because the trapped moths need
somewhere to hide when the dawn comes up. You should of course site your trap so
that it is not going to sit in direct sunlight before you can open it, because the sun
heats it up and the inmates get very agitated.

For identification purposes you will need a good moth book, such as the Field Guide
to the Moths of Great Britain and Ireland by Paul Waring and Martin Townsend
and/or British Moths and Butterflies by Chris Manley. It is aso wise to have a few
clear plastic moth pots in which to temporarily hold moths while you identify them.
Suitable pots can be obtained from Anglian Lepidoptera Supplies.

A very good way to learn how to identify mothsisto join alocal moth group such as
that run by Richard Pooley in the north west of the county. He organises 9am
meetings on a weekly basis at different locations, at which he opens a moth trap he
has set the night before, and explains and identifies what they all are. Such meetings
provide invaluable information and experience for the beginner.

At the end of the season it is a simple but very important task to submit your records
to the Wiltshire County Moth Recorder, Marc Taylor, for onward transmission to
Butterfly Conservation. BC now have over ten million moth records on their
database. Before you compile your records it would be useful to contact Marc to
agree the format in which he needs them. His contact details are on the inside of the
back cover of the bulletin.

Moths fly al the year round, so even in winter it is worth running a trap now and
then. Happy trapping.



My Mothing
Barbara Last

Leopard Moth —normal and pigeon poo posture (Barbara L ast)

In the past | have had an interest in butterflies, always the most eye-catching. For 20
years | have monitored the protected verge along the A303 alongside Yarnbury castle.
Initially this was for recording the plants for the Wiltshire Flora. In late May in 1988,
| was amazed at the twinkling of Adonis Blue butterflies that were fluttering over the
golden sea of Horse-shoe vetch. There were hundreds. No one had ever looked on
this road verge for butterflies before. After this | have counted each brood for twenty
years. Sadly the colony has declined to amost nothing as the habitat was not properly
managed and became overgrown with scrub, largely dogwood and blackthorn,
shading out the food-plant

Muslin Moth & Chocolate Tip (Barbara Last)

So why moths? Now, in my ninth decade, | am unable to walk this rather unpleasant
stretch of trunk road. In more recent years, | acquired a Skinner moth trap and it has
been a great delight as now the beasties come to me. and has been a source of great
fascination. | have had well over two hundred species in my small garden. | have just
acquired the new moth book that included micros as well so | am venturing into this
intricate field. Always in the morning, my Robin is hopefully clearing up stragglers. |



sometimes get an assortment of beetles, cockchafers and Sexton beetles. Last month |
have had twelve Elephant Hawkmoths, aswell as several Small Elephants. Perhaps
the most endearing are the Spectacle moths, that appear to be examining me. This
year there have been hardly any although | usually have a fair number. Everyone is
intrigued by the camouflage of the Buff-tip, that are regular visitors. Most years |
have a fat L obster moth but have never come across its larva reputed to resemble a
lobster. | frequently get creatures that resemble bird droppings, the Lime-speck Pug
and Chinese Character. Last moth | had a L eopard moth that, when alarmed, rolled
over to resemble a pile of pigeon poo for about ten minutes, when it deemed | had
gone away it resumed its normal posture.

Asthe garden is adjacent to the street, | have interested folk passing by, the milkman,
occasiona children and many others who are always fascinated to see such creatures
at close hand. Much more obliging than butterflies!

North Tour Butterflies
Robin Griffiths

In June 2009 | visited friends in the Yorkshire Dales and South-west Scotland. On the
way to the former | dropped in at Haworth where, in the parsonage meadow, | found
aWall Brown, agood foretaste of northern butterflies to come. On my first day with
my Yorkshire friends we crossed the border into Lancashire to visit Gait Barrows
where we were fortunate to find both good weather and butterflies. Numerically
most abundant here were Dingy Skippers—we counted at least 15. Others of interest
included a Green Hairstreak and a couple of Speckled Yellows, while Orange Tips
were the first I'd seen for some time, most being finished in Wilts. Some small
fritillaries were seen in flight only — which of the Pearl-bordereds they were we
couldn't establish. Best of all however was a Duke of Burgundy — the Site is one of
only two in the area where they still occur, and this individual was much
photographed. Moving on to Trowbarrow Quarry we saw more Dingy Skippers and
our first Common Blues of the day — about 6 of each species. At both sites Painted
L adies were numerous.

Next day at Grassington in Wharfedale we found 11 Northern Brown Argus,
together with a Green Hairstreak, Small Heaths, Orange Tips and lots of Painted
Ladies. Moths included Cistus Forester and Common Heath. The NBAs had
variable amounts of orange lunules, white spots on the underwing and white scales
around the discal spot, as can be seen from the pictures of an individua with very
reduced marking. Next day at Hutton Roof in Cumbria little was seen apart from
more Dingy Skippers due to a generaly overgrown sward probably caused by
cessation of grazing.

At my friends farm in Ayrshire a marshy corner of a field with a pool, adjoining a
small copse, isthe focal point for a colony of Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries— |
was beginning to see the salient points of Small PBFs — the species has a darker



wingtip and finer veins which might prove useful in telling it apart from PBF in
flight. The other specidities on Jim's farm are Large Heath and Scotch Argus — |
appear to have visited too early in the season to see either.

Northern Brown Argus, Wharfedale, Yorks., 3 June 09 (R. Griffiths)

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Ayrshire, 10 June '09 & Chimneysweeper, Wood of
Cree, Galloway, 11 June '09 (R. Griffiths)

At the RSPB's Wood of Cree none of the target species were seen but | did have
another Small PBF, and about a dozen Chimneysweeper moths. It was here that |
met a group of Irishmen who'd just arrived by ferry on a search for Northern Brown
Argus and other species unknown in Ireland. They told me that Wall Brown was
rapidly disappearing from the north Irish/Ulster coast. Next day we did much better
with avisit to a splendid hill near the Ayrshire coast called Knockdolian Hill. At first
it did not seem very suitable for butterflies being apparently very steep, bleak and
under-grazed. However, after scaling the height and admiring the view of Arran,
Kintyre and Northern Ireland, we returned around the south-eastern side and found
abundant Rock-rose. Here there were at least 6 Northern Brown Argus, very fresh and
al differing from their Yorkshire cousins by having clear white discal spots. A couple
of Common Blues and only the second Wall Brown of the holiday were aso here.
Moths included M other Shipton and Burnet Companion. Painted Ladies flew right
over the summit of the hill and made for the coast.



SMARDALE GILL: ACUMBRIAN FIELD TRIP
Geoff Hiscocks

Smardale Gill near Kirkby Stephen is a peaceful hidden valley, with Scandal Beck
running through it. The butterfly walk starts at Smardale Hall and is a disused railway
line over 5kms. long, which passes over an impressive viaduct and past a limestone
guarry : it is managed by Cumbria Wildlife Trust. The area is noted for its colony of
Scotch Argus, being one of only two sites in England where the butterfly can be
found. The other of courseisArnside Knott to the west overlooking Morecambe Bay.

Having been north at the beginning of July to successfully see Large Heath, Mountain
Ringlet, Northern Brown Argus and High Brown Fritillary, Terry & Gaynor Dabner
and | decided to venture north again at the beginning of August to join a BC
Cumbrian branch field trip led by Peter Boardman to see this rare - in England at
least- butterfly. Previoudy | had only seen rather tattered specimens in Scotland at the
end of the month.

The Cumbrian branch is one of the smallest but the trip was well attended and one
member took us afterwards to a nearby nature reserve where we saw other interesting
wildlife - but more on that later.

It was a bit cloudy, even chilly, at first, as we started down the track, but it meant the
Scotch Argus were inactive, resting with wings spread open on foliage alongside the
path. We soon saw severa and when we eventually reached a more open stretch of
‘embankment’ and the sun came out, counted 20 or 30 in the air a once. Most were
freshly emerged and comments were made on how handsome a species it is, with a
dark chocolate-brown background set off by the red/orange patches containing ringed
white spots towards the edges of the wings.

Along this part of the old line we also saw some Fragrant Orchids, Broad-leaved
Helleborine, Bloody and Wood Craneshill, Sone Bramble and many other
interesting plants. Small Skippers and several smaller moths provided further
photographic interest. Once we had passed over the viaduct ( 90 feet above the valey
floor) we moved towards the quarry into dlightly different habitat with no Scotch
Argus: Common Blues, Speckled Wood, Painted L ady, Peacock, Meadow Brown
and al three Whites were the species flying. We failed on this stretch to find the
Northern Brown Argus that the leader had seen there the day before but it is
possible that we found a very faded specimen later, after Peter had gone: it was
Impossible to make a positive ID but the butterfly certainly looked the part when

flying.



2 Scotch Argus, Smardale Gill, August 2009 (Geoff Hiscocks)

We had lunch at the quarry where there were more Skippers and Terry found two
Small Heath on the top along with several moths of interest. We also noted Autumn
Gentians, with both purple and white varieties coming into flower. As we retraced
our steps back across the viaduct Terry found a very tattered Dark Green Fritillary,
then Gaynor found another one, before a relatively fresh one passed close to me
before landing and providing a photo opportunity.

On our way back it became much warmer and sunnier and the Scotch Argus were
everywhere. Terry was able to photograph a mating pair - well almost since they had
not lined themselves up properly! Shots were taken on someone's hand showing the
undersides and we even saw one Argus where one of the four wings was extremely
pale, almost white. Altogether we must have seen well over 100 Scotch Argus during
the walk and it was hard to believe that this isolated colony was confined to such a
long narrow ‘corridor’. Apparently it isthriving and long may it do so.

In total we saw 13 butterfly species during the day and once back at the cars Peter
Hornby offered to take the three of us to Waitby Greenriggs , another Cumbria
Wildlife Trust reserve( and old rail line) nearby. Here the interests were birds &
plants rather than butterflies since surprisingly few were flying in the sun at the site.
Of particular interest were three Green Sandpipers that we saw before we entered
the reserve, a group of four Spotted Flycatchers, Grass - of - Parnassus flowers,
Saw Wort, Frog Orchids (which had finished flowering), more Fragrant Orchids and
astriking caramel coloured Lizard which posed in the sun for photos.

Altogether it was a very enjoyable day and our thanks go to the Cumbrian members



who made us so welcome. I've promised to show Peter Boardman some of our
Wiltshire species when he comes south next year.

Scotch Argus & Dark Green Fritillary, Smardale Gill, August 2009 (Geoff Hiscocks)

SHORT NOTES

Painted Ladiesin the Pyrenees
Rowena Quantrill

I'm sure everyone will have their Painted Lady stories this year - as | write at the
beginning of August every flowering bush is covered with clouds of them and Bill
has even had two in his moth trap.

Our story, however goes back to early June when Bill and | were on a walking
holiday in the Spanish Pyrenees. On June 2, in beautiful sunshine, we were dropped
off to do a fairly high level walk. Every day we had been admiring the myriads of
butterflies and this day was no exception but we were surprised to see that when we
reached the higher levels where even grass disappeared and we were in rocks and
snow there were still butterflies everywhere. On closer examination we realised these
were all Painted Ladies and they were streaming in one direction across a col a a
height of around 2500 m. Although sunny, at this height it was cold with a wind
strong enough that they had to fly low to get across the col - you could see the ones
which approached higher being blown back. They kept moving all the time (not
surprisingly - there was nothing there to detain them) though on the lower slopes
some were nectaring. They tended to come pretty continuously and we reckoned
there were maybe tens of thousands. There were flocks of Alpine Choughs pecking
around on the snow but not attacking the butterflies as far as we could see - they
seemed to be eating small insects which were being exposed as the snow melted.
Although the butterflies were actually crossing the col roughly from East to We<t, this
was presumably part of northward migration.



Sand Point 21% May
John Booth

| first went to Sand Point with Wayne Clinch about four years ago to see Glanville
Fritillary. Sand Point is alimestone extension of the Mendip Hills which juts out
into the Bristol Channel. There are wonderful views across to Wales. Sand Point
stretches for two miles alongside the Bristol Channel so there is always a chance to
see wading birds feeding on the mud.

The path climbs up from the car park and eventually reaches the highest point with
lovely views in every direction. | have found that the best place to see Glanville
Fritillary is to the | eft of the path, you can follow the fence line down and this year
there were a dozen or so flying or perched. We even managed to get a photograph of
two mating. In addition to the fritillaries there were Small Copper, Brimstone and
Small Tortoiseshell.

Glanville Fritillaries, Sand Point (John Booth)

It is worth exploring further, if you follow the bottom path you can clamber down to
a path that runs by the sea and will take you back to the car park. My favouriteisto
follow the top path which winds in and out up and down, often you can spot a
Glanville feeding on the many wild flowers that grow beside the path. As you make
your way towards the headland there are wonderful views across to Waes. When the
headland is reached you have magnificent views of Flatholm and Steepholm.

Sand Bay isthe next bay north from Weston Bay, accessed by Beach Road.

Sand Point Email: streetsandopenspaces@n-somerset.gov.uk
Phone: +44 (0) 1934 888 888




Notes from Bratton
Alison Maddock (writing on 3 August)

Like everyone else, | have had ‘clouds’ of Painted L adies, Peacocks and L arge
Whitesfor the last couple of weeks of July, with afew Commas and Small
Tortoiseshells too, the latter having been absent last year. Only one Red Admiral
this summer so far.

We always get good numbers of Speckled Wood, Gatekeeper and M eadow Brown
here, numbers seem about the same as usual, but there have also been Ringlets (early
to mid July), which do not appear here every year. Before the great Painted Lady
immigration in May, the most noticeabl e thing had been the big increasein Orange
Tip numbers.

| have no particular notes about the other Whites and Brimstone. The odd Skipper has
appeared, probably Large but no proper identification made. Holly Blues earlier in
the year were much as usual.

Among moths, there is usually a Hummingbird Hawkmoth around at the moment, but
only one seen at atime so far (first one 3 July). There were far more Scarlet Tigers
on the wing than usual in mid-June. Also, - judging by the number fleeing my hedge-
cutting activitiesnow - it isavery good year for Yellow Underwingstoo; (I hopeitis
correct to assume L ar ge ones, though no close identification made*).

*] think so — I've had the same fleeing my mower — Ed.

Scarlet Tiger (Hugo Brooks) & Lappet (Michael Sammes)



DATESFOR YOUR DIARY-AUTUMN & WINTER 2009.

Branch AGM at the Crown Room, Devizes at 2.00pm on Sat 3rd October 2009

Members and Guests meeting will be held next year at Manor Farmhouse,
Biddestone on Wednesday 27" January 2010 at 6.30pm for 7.00pm.

Please bring your photos on disc (or slides) —no more than 15 per member, prints,
books, exhibits, equipment etc. to show other members and stimulate discussion. A
raffle and light refreshments will be provided at this very popular annual event.

Monday 25" January: Moth-ers Winter Get-together

Aninformal gathering at the New Inn at Coate, just east of Devizes, SU 040619, at
7.00 pm, to share a chat, discuss activities and records, and have abite to eat and a
beer or two. Pleaseinform Marc Taylor (07941 236140 or m@rcstaylor.co.uk ) if you
intend to come.

Scrub clearance days at West Yatton Down will be held on the second Friday of
each Autumn and Winter month except February 2010. Volunteers should wrap up
warm and bring a picnic lunch. Individuals with a Chainsaw qualification will be
particularly welcomed.

L ocation Park along the roadside at the Long Dean Y fork on the side of the minor
road from West Yatton to Castle Combe SU851 759 (OS Map 173).

Leaders: Maurice Avent & Alan Needham (01249-713218)

Dates; 2009: Friday 9" October, 13" November, 11" December, 2010: 8" January,
12" March - al at 11.00am

A scrub clearance day will also be held at the disused railway line at Boscombe
Down. Volunteers should also wrap up warm and bring a picnic lunch.

L ocation Park alongside the road where the old railway crossing is apparent at
SU192 408 (OS Map 184)

Date: Sunday 24™ January 2010-11.00am, L eader : Mike Stone (07919-051618)

Brown Hairstreak Egg Searches—Winter 2009-10

These will be held again this coming winter in the Braydon Forest area on certain
Tuesdays and Sundays between mid November and mid March. The objectives of the
searches will be to monitor sites where significant numbers of eggs have been found
In past years and also to establish the range of the butterfly in the north-easterly
direction. If you would like to help with the searches, please contact Michael Sammes
(Tel: 01249 654608; Email: michael @sammes.co.uk) for adetailed timetable.
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